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Ahout 104 local workers helped on The Ant Bully, which features the voices of Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts and Nicolas Cage.

TOON
TOWN

" MOVIES: Thriving
local animation scene
draws an optimistic picture

of industry’s future

By CHRIS VOGNAR my Newtron: Boy Genius, snagged a
Saf Critic 2001 Oscar nomination.) Feel FX has
PLANG = “This could be Holly-  taken on everything from promotions
woed.” for foe Age 2 and Robots to Pepsi ads.
The words sound more Janimation is for visual ef-
than convi and the man who  fects in the Spy Kids movies and ani-
spcﬂusll'mﬁ. inee Sidwell, seems to mated shorts at the Mavericks games,
know it. As he gives the closing re-  amongother work The Art Institute of
miarks for the fifth anoual IndustryGi- Dallas, which provided many of the
ants forum at Collin County Commu- 250 people who worked on The Ant
nity College’s Spring Creek Brelly, chums out anima-
Campus on Saturday, Mr. COMING tion and ing profes-
Sidwell is caught up in the WEDNESDAY: ﬂ'l:lﬂ-l-'l-'i ﬂ%ﬂlﬂlﬂ-
biose AtAcKon,itsabout SR
¢ this is definitely not ol So this may not be Hel-
Hollywood. It's a gathering stz Iywood. But rnight now, it's
of animators and game de- good to be Dallas,
i hosted by CCCC and the ani- “You around and see that thisis
mation organization A Bunchof Short an ind that doesnt haoe 1o be in
Guys. But as president of the - H " zays Mr Sidwell "We
tion — the bi short guy, ifyouwill  have several studios here, and we have
— Mr. a bolsterous professor  alot of potential It's all about harness-
of animation at the Universityof Texas ing it and making sure our potential
ASM-Commerce {(Universities Center  doesn't leave, and continuing to brain
at Dallas), has reason to feel abit gid-  and make sure everyone isupto par.”
dy. Dallas has many animation lights,
That's becanse the Dallas anima-  but DNA, led by John Davis and Keith
ticn scene is thriving and still rsing. Alcorn, shines brightest.
DNA Productions, which started Abearded man with a ponytail, Mr.
with two guys in 2 small Lakewood — Davis was the featured attraction at

apartment in 1967, will see its second
feature, The Ant released by
Warner Bros, July 28, (The first, Jin-

this year's Industry Glants gathering.
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He was abi the only presenler
with a major Holhwosd featie (o
shumwimse, even i 1 waont musde in
Hasllywwcsd,

Bully for DNA

Special events The <lips he shawed Saturday
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offset drop elsewhere T v soqueness showed how

wmrhy charmcter sketeles evolve in-

By SCOTT CANTRELL to the fully textured compeates

e prnerabed inuspes that asdences

The Dalba Symphony Orches-  will see when the mende opens.

tra i ending the 200606 seaxon And the fintshed seenes combinad

witha balimeed budget &nd an up- ing detaill with engaging
tick ta overall attendsnoe and tick- ﬂuq"i.-[;lng.

& revenoes, But the news Bt all
sood, Attendance ab classical ¢on-
corts declined 6 pencent, amnd the
annual fasd el & percent short of
its SE05, 000 greal

“What I'my happicst alodat, firs
and Eopemont, B Eheet we'll have the
thind corsocutive yearof balanesd
hedgets” svs Frod  Broastein,
prosadent of the Dallas Symphany
.-'l.-.w-.'i.ift;:;aﬂ minhﬂzt mﬂm -
sl suppn for the o
chetra, and confidence in the
commianaty

suakionall, orchestras tock big
hits En hoth stiendanes and cositr-
Brutions i the vears after Sopt. 11,
2000, ara] the meameny has been
oty greidual. The Ealtimose Sym-
inlp-."'. COhclsestea n:wmhr an-
nounond a big dramclewn feca i
erptlommeTil B off a 216 mil-
liom accunyulazed

*I'm pleased with the tum-
arvairad i & lof ol cur thoket sabee”
[Dr. Bronstein s "Pakd atben-
dance will be up 3 percent. We
were abde o draw in new patrons
il our Mosart Fedtival arad spe=
cial events,”

The big growth En ticket sales
camsé I spevial events induding
Sror B concerts asd appess-
ances by Tony Bennets, Limdda
Ronstadl, Lang Lang and the &
Erowres, Artemdanee in this oxlis

Hawed on A childnens book
beoapht to DNA by co-producer
Tom Hanks, The And By weanes
a besson abowt bullving inte & fan-
Ly ncdventure story. Young Lakas,
a besportaclod target of neighbor-
hood ballses, takes oist his frustr-
tioms on the ant collony b kis yand
(i wnber-hose altack is depicted ai
an insect catastropbe of biblical
proportions). But the anla -
wodced by actors incluslingy Osecas
winners Menyl Saroop, Julia Hols-
ertsand Micolas Cagr — have thels
revenge. They shriek Lukas dewn
1o iheirsize snd show lim whiat ity
like tovsenrery for sarvival aod work
asaleam uﬂdﬂﬂWﬁd.

Mr. Davis knows all about
teamwork, About [0 of the 230
Builly workers were culled from
the Dinllas asea; others carme from
s far away s Canada, Asia amd
Soath Americ

HBut the woek wis done bere,
aned thadt suits Me Davis fine,

*It's mioe being ot arm's kength
froem e stucdio,” M Davissald af-
ter his presenlation. *The studio i
way cut there, We'ne hene. They
never came oul the entire time we
were in peodiscticn, Thats good. 1t
truest us, There are o suapeise vise
ks, We're i owr ke croalneg G-
ooom heres”

Bunch of Shorl Guys. [The mome
sbentes Tenans A oo Pl waekasl oo

a short film thas was fever ¢om

short.)

In Las Angebes, Mr Sxdwell
leamesd of Ed Hooks, an autbor
who teaches clesses on neting for
animation, The Shoet Gays Envited
air. Hooks o Dallss to teach a
I ef |"'..l\.“' fmn- Ihrtr_ 1ll!|n!ﬂ
Cidaniswis bom,

Sie Hioods, q_'iin HI_jHl!F\_'. sian
who addrece Diecomers with a
hpi:ih:d‘llitl'hﬂ'u:rr'i-l-.-:.,'hu.;{lll |
this year's pastor cluss Lust Friday,
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Mr. Do, having spent makch
il e st B st b i e vared
of anty, B also pleased, He has
pleted; the gans anen’ all that  nuany Frierals hene. He just heen't
T bl b s then moa whihe,

Animaaton i fun. [Lalio takes a

e em——

bt o ] vz,
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sty ..-.'q.ul'l_- b RN, I feed like  year, ®

an crich a kot olthe tinee, with my

head in a Bode Mrkﬂ:ﬁﬂ.ll‘ﬂl witk-

EA Hooks stresses the range and depth of gesture, motion and emotion in acting for snimation. He led a class Friday in Plano,

ing ard wosking. Then | cons: om
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jory was up 142 percent, revenie O perhaps,acreaciveanthill, el L et act. N I - 5 l‘ x

danoe was ap H.2 peroent and reve
enuesup 1 L3 percent.

Bt classieal-eries attendanse
s dberwy (3 pereen, and revenues
down L9 pervent. And thats in

spite of the presumed excbement
el ruske<director wandh and An-

Mr. Dav and M Skl s
Dallas’ budling animation soeme
a a bypeeduet of multiple crcume-
ST

The paming scene, Irprtﬂ'a'llh]-
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diepth of pestare, motion and o
tion mevded o make you e
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He hatimgs dadents cnslage Lo
work on vadue nesponsds By
character 1hal you animale — ev-

. i ey person kn thi = hasndife | kg
drew Litten's finad conocrts inthe  Game Studios Sm:-ll; P‘ﬂ:'mn. s O in this rom .

. Fo e o] o i . : ferenl set of values®™h He talks
job — and a whale minifetival de=  hugely popular in Dallas and Aus- about the imponance of empathy. |

vobod 1o nudicol Moz,

“That's ome of the mosons we
have golien vers very aggressive n
s of 1he programening bdees
farnest yvear,” D, Bronsiein sigs

Classsad edlerings for 3006-07
include a film-and-msie preens
tation of Bofthedip Pterakin,
bight sbiswy choreographed for
Seriahin’s Prometheus and Respi-
Ehl'i Hn.f:f:,.‘ﬂn:-w.arul.uurrﬂlrﬂ
mnu!hn of Bovthonven s ©oi-
pliete incidenial musk: for Egmond,
And the DED i inammrating a
new Caanal Prides senes.

“Cur abilify 1o inerexse clusd-
el attendance is probably tasgets
e eroge on the diversity we can ol
fer, trdng things that will be
different and popular with swdi-
enors,” Dy, Bronacin savs. "I an
e thal manyoschesdns grapple

tin, Inatitations such as the At In-
stitute of Dalls and OO0Cs Ap-
plied Graphic Design Ticl ]
Departmsent provicde A #
strcam of tnbent. And Dalis’ live
action film industry, though hard-
by dormant, has stragglall to keop
up with cut-of state lecations that
viffer the avaniage of tax inoen-
tives for prospective monde oome
Jrbiia,

“Theee's p:\nlubil_'.' a lod mane
animaticn gedng on than e ae
thon ai this point, in ferms of peo-
phe whe are here an o considtent
b dhairgg 1, sy M. Bends

Mr. Sidwell s the lght while
living in LA at the start of the de-
cnde. He s an Enfrastroctune of
animalion netwikang unvd-l:lﬁ-}'
tunithes, quodits  he
cunahd B prppdied B0 Dudlas’ already

siztus transactions (two women |
Enact & master-slave h‘LILIHH"I'ah.iI'u_ |
ot iewering, the other arwering § |
] other tooke of the animsiors '

"Mty has alfnost r‘n:ldl'ilq.: 473
dowith worde,” e told the clas as
he showed the farmows dip of Mar- I
bom Brando, hands at the shde of
his head, hepgging for Stella’s for-
Eiveni=s im A Sinaefanr Nomad Dies

A sense of community

Mr, Zibwell Giniskes his chosing
remarka and encourages sttondocs
o eatbier Soe beovrs a1 a bacal drink-
ing estnblishment. Hie is chenrby o
eiled by the werkend's events and
the seaseafoonmain ity omdisply

“There"sso much good work go-
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